In a stalking scenario, the prior relationship between and the gender of stalker and victim were systematically manipulated in order to judge culpability and consequences for the persons involved. Written vignettes were presented to 168 participants who responded via seven Likert scales. Stalker-victim relationship had three levels: ex-partner, acquaintance and stranger. In accordance with the 'Just World' hypothesis (Lerner, 1980) , the victim was judged as having greater responsibility for the stalking when their harasser was an ex-partner or a prior acquaintance rather than a stranger, and police intervention was felt to be most necessary when the stalker was a stranger. Sex of stalker and victim was manipulated, and the following comparisons proved signi cant: when the perpetrator was male, bodily injury to the victim was seen as more likely and police intervention as more necessary than when the perpetrator was female; and male victims were viewed as more responsible for the scenario and as possessing greater powers to alleviate it. The Just World hypothesis and gender stereotypes provide a plausible account for these ndings. Future research should determine whether criminal convictions show similar biases towards convicting male and stranger stalkers more often than female and ex-partner stalkers.
The 'Just World' hypothesis (Lerner, 1980) would explain these ndings in terms of the attribution of blame. That is, a man who assaults his wife may be perceived as more 'entitled' to do so due to her past transgressions, but a stranger who makes a similar attack on a woman has no just entitlement because no history exists between the two. This article aims to discover whether the nature of the supposed former relationship between a stalker and victim impacted on perceptions of a typical case of stalking. The gender of both stalker and victim was also manipulated in order to examine whether male-female and female -male stalking were perceived differently.
Stalking has only recently been labelled as a criminal act, with California enacting the world's rst anti-stalking legislation in 1990, and England and Wales outlawing all forms of harassment in 1997 (Protection from Harassment Act 1997). Stalking may be described as 'a constellation of behaviours in which one individual in icts on another repeated unwanted intrusions and communications' (Pathe & Mullen, 1997, p. 12) . A report commissioned by the US government asked a nationally representative sample of 8,000 women and 8,000 men about their experiences of stalking. They found that 1 in 12 women reported being stalked at least once, as did 1 in 45 of the men. Over half of women (59% ) reported that they had been stalked by an ex-intimate, as did 30%of the men (Tjaden & Thoennes, 1998) . In the UK, the 1998 British Crime Survey (N = 9,988) estimated that 1 in 6 women and 1 in 15 men had been stalked since the age of 16. Ex-intimates were said to have stalked 30%of the women and 27%of the men (Budd & Mattinson, 2000) . Mullen, Pathe , and Purcell (2000) state that the commonest stalking victim pro le is that of 'a woman who has previously shared an intimate relationship with her (usually male) stalker ' (p. 45) .
Existing research would suggest that whilst ex-partners are more likely to be violent towards their victims than are acquaintance or stranger stalkers (e.g. Farnham, James, & Cantrell, 2000; Mullen, Pathe , Purcell, & Stuart, 1999; Palarea, Zona, Lane, & Langhinrichsen-Rohling, 1999) , they are signi cantly less likely than strangers to be convicted for their stalking-related activities (e.g. Sheridan & Davies, 2001) . A possible interpretation of this is that the sentencing of stalkers re ects the workings of the Just World hypothesis. The Just World hypothesis (Lerner & Simmons, 1966) posits that unjust situations are reinterpreted to ensure a belief in a controllable and 'just world'. In a just world, people 'get what they deserve' and therefore when we become aware of a person's fate, we assimilate new information and interpret it in accordance with these 'rules of entitlement'. Aspects of events, including personal attributes of the victim, will be construed so that the victim appears to 'deserve' their suffering. Thus, the legal authorities may perceive that stalkers who are known to the victim have a greater 'entitlement' to harass them than those who share no prior history with their victim. This is despite the fact that ex-intimate victims of stalking are the group most likely to seek the intervention of the police and legal authorities (e.g. Mullen et al., 2000) .
The perceived relationship between an attacker and their victim is a factor that may impact on bystander apathy towards witnessed assaults (e.g. Levine, 1999) . Research into bystander intervention was inspired by the murder of Kitty Genovese in New York in 1964. The aspect of this murder that horri ed the world was the discovery that 38 of Kitty's neighbours witnessed the event, but none had responded, even by telephoning the police. The concept of the 'unresponsive bystander' was thus born, and soon after, Latane and Darley (1969) began their investigation of the phenomenon. They suggested that bystanders take their cues from others to determine their own response, and that bystanders may also decide that it is not their responsibility to take action by aiding the victim (diffusion of responsibility).
Bystanders stated that they failed to intervene in Kitty Genovese's killing because they believed it to be a 'lovers' quarrel' (Rosenthal, 1964) . Subsequent newspaper reports have suggested that even when the witnesses did not explicitly mention the possibility of an intimate relationship between attacker and victim, the descriptions they gave suggested a belief that a relationship existed (e.g. McFadden, 1974) . Shotland and Straw (1976) staged male attacks on women where the participant was situated in a room nearby with a telephone close to hand. The woman was violently shaken as she resisted the attack and screamed and shouted. In one condition, the woman cried out 'I don't know you' and in a second 'I don't know why I ever married you'. It was found that interventions were recorded far more frequently when participants perceived the attacker and victim as strangers (65% ) rather than as a married couple (19% ). Further, 30%of the female participants in the 'stranger' condition took precautions, such as locking the door to the room they were in, but this type of action did not occur in the 'married' condition. Additional experiments showed that participants perceived the victim as more likely to be injured in the 'stranger' condition, suggesting that perceptions of the potential injury to the victim were affected by the supposed victim-attacker relationship. Shotland and Straw (1976) concluded that when a victim is attacked by a stranger, it is harder to place blame on the former than when the victim is attacked by a person known to them. Abystander can assume for example that the wife's previous behaviour led to her attack, or that she is foolish to stay married to her husband if he frequently beats her. Summers and Feldman (1984) investigated under which situations observers of a violent encounter would blame the victim or blame the perpetrator. Participants were shown a videotape of a violent incident between a male attacker and a female victim. Supplementary information was varied in that the actors were described as either married, living together, or acquainted. It was discovered that as the intimacy of the relationship increased, so participants' ratings of the culpability of the female victim as the cause of the abusive behaviour also increased.
The question addressed by the present study is whether the same is true for cases of stalking. Is blame more likely to be attributed to the victim if they are an ex-partner of the stalker, rather than an acquaintance or a total stranger?
The current study also manipulated the gender of the offender and victim in a written vignette to explore whether stalking is perceived as more severe when it is portrayed in the 'classic' form of a female victim and a male perpetrator, rather than the reverse. Mullen et al. (2000) note that the issue of gender has received minimal attention in most research into stalking (p. 157). Studies which have examined the female -male victim ratio in stalking cases to date have invariably found that females appear to represent the majority of victims (e.g. both Pathe & Mullen's (1997) and Hall's (1998) victim surveys reported only 17% male victims, while Sheridan, Gillett, and Davies' (2002) survey of male members of the public found that stalking had been experienced by just 5.2% ). Sex differences in criminal participation have been described as so sustained and marked as to perhaps form the most signi cant feature of recorded crime (e.g. Heidensohn, 1985; Wootton, 1959) . Statistics worldwide have long demonstrated that recorded crime is predominantly a male activity. However, when women do engage in criminal activity of a pseudosexual nature, are their actions taken seriously? Anumber of studies have concluded that in general, female criminals receive lesser sentences than do their male counterparts (e.g. Angira, 1991; DeSantis & Kayson, 1997) , and it is widely accepted that male offenders are far more likely than female offenders to be regarded as dangerous (e.g. Allen, 1987 ).
In the current study, several predictions are made on the basis of previous ndings related to bystander intervention, the Just World hypothesis, and public perceptions of female and male criminals. These hypotheses fall into two groups. First, as the supposed level of intimacy between victim and stalker increases, participants will judge that:
(1) the presented scenario depicts stalking to a lesser degree; (2) the scenario depicts a less severe case of stalking; (3) bodily injury to the victim is less likely; (4) the victim bears a greater responsibility for the perpetrator's behaviour; (5) police intervention will be less necessary to resolve the scenario; (6) the victim possesses greater powers to alleviate the situation. The perceived duration of the scenario will also be measured, but no directional prediction is made (7).
Second, when the stalker is female, rather than male, it is predicted that participants will judge: (1) the stalking as less serious; (2) injury as less likely to occur; (3) police intervention to be required to a lesser degree. Four more issues will be explored in relation to gender, but no directional predictions are made. These are:
(4) perceptions of the extent to which vignette describes a stalking case; (5) the degree of culpability attributed to the victim; (6) perceptions of how far the victim can help themselves; (7) estimates of how long the situation will likely continue.
Method

Participants and design
Participants were 168 undergraduates at the University of Leicester. All were enrolled as psychology students and received no credit for taking part in the study. They ranged in age from 18 to 54 years, with a mean age of 20.73 years (SD = 5.48). One hundred and twenty (71.4% ) were female; 48 were male, commensurate with the population of psychology students from which they were drawn. This study formed a 3 (prior victimperpetrator relationship: ex-intimate, acquaintance or stranger)´2 (perpetrator gender) independent design. Participants were randomly assigned to one of the six conditions, each of which was supplied with a different version of a vignette. The participants were recruited in two ways: in a lecture theatre and via the Internet as described below.
Materials and procedure Participants tested in person
Participants were addressed in a lecture theatre following a timetabled lecture and asked if they would like to take part in 'ongoing departmental research'. All 129 who were present agreed. The experimenter handed participants a single sheet of paper containing a vignette and seven rating scales. The vignettes described a typical case of 'stalking' as follows:
For the past 12 months, Susan has received on average 40 letters each week from Michael. Michael also follows her to and from work regularly, and has made repeated attempts to approach her. Sometimes Michael asks Susan to go out with him; at other times he will make obscene suggestions and verbally abuse her. On six occasions, Michael has left owers with 'Valentines' style notes attached on Susan's car windscreen. He has declared his love for her in these notes and has stated that 'I will not go away easily'. Since Michael became an employee at Susan's workplace, she has been contacted by him at least four times each week. She has recently heard a rumour that Michael is planning to buy a property on Walnut Avenue, where Susan lives with her children.
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Vignettes were identical excepting a single embedded reference to the relationship between the stalker and the victim, and the gender of the two characters. A 3´2 independent design was employed where the victim-stalker relationship had three levels (ex-intimate, acquaintance, stranger) and victim-stalker gender had two levels (female victim/male stalker, male victim/female stalker). Thus, in half the vignettes, Michael was the 'target', and in the other half, the target was Susan (as above). In the ex-intimates condition, their prior relationship was described as follows:
Since their divorce, she has been contacted by Michael at least four times each week.
And in the strangers condition:
Since Michael rst noticed Susan whilst she was shopping in her local supermarket, she has been contacted by him at least four times each week Participants were given 5 min to read through the vignettes and were given the opportunity to raise questions. After being instructed to read the vignettes at least twice, they indicated their opinions on the following seven items, using 11-point (0-10) Likert rating scales: the ratings scales. Vignettes were presented in rotation, so that each successive participant received a different scenario. Participants were asked to provide their name and e-mail address-as well as their age and sex -to ensure that no individual took part in the study more than once. The questions, which were written within an HTML form, used labelled radio buttons to indicate the strength of the response. On completing the questionnaire, participants pressed a Submit button to return their responses. A Java program was written to automate the presentation and rotation of the vignettes and to collect and record the responses in a le on the web server. All the Internet data proved to be usable, and subsequent analyses indicated no signi cant differences in ratings assigned by participants recruited via the Internet and those recruited in the more traditional manner.
Pilot study
Twenty-two undergraduate students were recruited during an academic seminar to take part in a pilot study. The aim of the pilot study was to determine that the meaning of the stimulus materials was unambiguous to the cohort from which participants in the study proper were drawn. It was made clear from the beginning that an experiment was being piloted and that participants should carefully peruse the research instrument for any inconsistencies and sources of confusion. The data obtained were not subsequently included in the analysis for the main study. Participants in the pilot study were tested in person as described above. When they had provided their ratings on the seven Likert scales, a group debrie ng session was held where participants were given the opportunity to ask questions and provide feedback. No unexpected results were found, and none of the students reported any dif culties in understanding what was required of them or any problems in interpreting the vignette and the Likert scales.
Results
MANOVA
A 3 (prior victim-perpetrator relationship: ex-intimate, acquaintance, or stranger)´2 (gender of perpetrator) MANOVA explored participant ratings on the seven Likert scales. This gave rise to a signi cant interaction of prior victim-perpetrator relationship and perpetrator gender, F(14, 304) = 2.37, p < .005. Just one dependent variable was signi cantly associated with the interaction between prior relationship and perpetrator gender. This was the perceived duration of the scenario, F(2, 157) = 6.21, p < .004.
Effects of supposed prior relationship
It was predicted that as the supposed level of intimacy between victim and stalker increased, participants would judge that:
(1) the scenario depicted stalking to a lesser degree; (2) the scenario depicted a less severe case of stalking; (3) bodily injury to the victim was less likely; (4) the victim was more responsible for the perpetrator's behaviour; (5) police intervention would be less necessary; (6) the victim had greater powers to alleviate the situation.
The perceived duration of the scenario was also examined (two-tailed) (7). Three of these hypotheses-(1), (4), and (5) -were supported. First, the vignette was judged to represent a case of stalking to a greater degree when the perpetrator was described as an acquaintance or a stranger, rather than an ex-partner, F(2, 157) = 9.41, p < .001. Second, the victim was seen as more responsible for encouraging the perpetrator's behaviour when their harasser was an ex-intimate or an acquaintance rather than a stranger, F(2, 157) = 12.25, p <.001. Third, police intervention was felt to be more necessary when the harasser was a stranger, F(2, 157) = 10.41, p < .001. The means and signi cant post hoc comparisons are depicted in Table 1 .
Effects of victim and perpetrator gender
It was predicted that the when the stalker was female, rather than male, participants would judge that:
(1) the stalking was less serious; (2) injury was less likely to occur; (3) police intervention was not as necessary.
Four more two-tailed hypotheses were formed. It was hypothesized that as the gender of victim and perpetrator was manipulated, differences would be seen in judgments of: (4) how far the vignette described a stalking case; (5) the degree of culpability attributed to the victim; (6) how far the victim could alleviate the situation; (7) the likely duration of the scenario.
Four of these hypotheses-(2), (3), (5), and (7)-were supported by the data. Bodily injury was seen as more likely to occur when the perpetrator was male, rather than female, F(1, 157) = 4.16, p < .05. Police intervention was judged to be necessary to a greater extent when the perpetrator was male, F(1, 157) = 9.05, p = .003. Male victims were viewed as more responsible for encouraging the perpetrator's behaviour than were females, F(1, 157) = 3.90, p = .05. Finally, male victims were judged as having a greater capacity to alleviate the situation than were female victims, F(1, 157) = 5.06, p < .03. The means may be viewed in Table 2 .
The overall means for perpetrator gender and prior relationship can be seen in Table 3 . Note. N = 168.
Discussion
The current study has found that the perceived prior relationship between stalker and victim, and the gender of the two protagonists, signi cantly impacted on judgments concerning the locus of responsibility for the stalking and the extent to which the victim required external aid. Seven hypotheses were formed concerning the level of prior intimacy between victim and stalker and perceptions of a typical stalking case. Three of these hypotheses were supported. First, the vignette was recognized as an exemplar of stalking to a greater extent when the 'stalker' was thought to be a stranger or a former acquaintance, rather than an ex-intimate. Second, the victim was judged to be more responsible for their situation when they had previous knowledge of their stalker-either as an expartner or as an acquaintance, and this was particularly the case for ex-partners. This indicates a positive association between perceptions of victim culpability and prior knowledge of the perpetrator. Third, police intervention was seen as most necessary for the resolution of the case when the stalker was a stranger to the victim. Lerner's (1980) Just World hypothesis can explain these ndings. Perhaps participants thought that a victim who knew their stalker bore a greater responsibility for their own harassment as they must have perpetrated some misdeed(s) in the past in order to trigger it. As the old adage goes, 'There's no smoke without re'. In a just world, no person is perceived as irrational enough to stalk someone without just cause: if everyone avoids wrongdoing, then (almost) no one will be stalked. In a just world, there is less need for police intervention in 'domestic' disputes than in non-domestic disputes. The victim in the domestic scenario is (at least partly) responsible for their own plight, and thus both perpetrator and victim bear culpability and should be left to their own devices.
The former victim-stalker relationship was not found to be signi cantly related to four further variables, namely: the likelihood of injury to the victim, the power the victim had to alleviate their predicament, the perceived severity of the situation described, and the likely duration of the case. The non-signi cance of the latter two variables was perhaps due to ceiling effects, with participants' mean ratings being above 7.18 in both cases (on a scale of 0 -10). It is of interest, however, given the recognition that the scenario was viewed as a serious and protracted situation, that participants still judged victims to be more culpable when harassed by ex-intimates. Further, the perceptions of our respondents failed to re ect the real world nding (e.g. Farnham et al., 2000; Mullen et al., 1999; Palarea et al., 1999 ) that ex-intimate stalkers present the highest risk of violence toward their victims. This would suggest that this is not an intuitive nding, and that there may be a need to educate police of cers on the dangers presented by various stalker 'types'.
Seven hypotheses were put forward regarding gender of victim and stalker and participants' perceptions. Four of these were supported. Respondents judged that injury was more likely to occur when the stalker was male and his victim female; that male victims were more responsible for the stalking and could alleviate the situation more effectively; and that female victims were in greater need of police intervention.
Can the Just World hypothesis explain these ndings? In the real world, it would appear that the stalking of men is far rarer than is the stalking of women, and numerous media reports would support this assumption. In a just world, because men are not expected to be stalked, male stalking victims may be perceived as taking a greater share of blame than their more abundant female counterparts. The Just World hypothesis allows that an observer who expects to share the same fate as another individual is in less of a position to malign that individual. Ajust world is not necessarily a logical world, as few would try to argue that the estimated 1 in 45 men who are stalked in the USA alone (Tjaden & Thoennes, 1998) are all responsible for their plight. Male victims were also rated as having more power to assuage the situation themselves. Again, this would suggest that male victims were viewed as somehow more responsible for their predicament than their female counterparts.
Gender of victim and stalker was not related to perceptions of severity or the extent to which the scenario constituted 'stalking'. Neither was sex signi cantly related to the estimated duration of the stalking. This was probably due to ceiling effects, with the lowest overall mean rating for these three variables being 7.18. Future investigations could attempt to avoid ceiling effects by presenting participants with a vignette that describes an incident that is intrusive but is a more ambiguous case of stalking than that described by the current scenario.
Although stalker gender and the perceived level of former stalker-victim intimacy were not individually related to the estimated duration of the scenario, an interaction effect was seen. Male ex-partner stalkers were predicted to continue their harassment campaign for the shortest period, whilst female ex-partner stalkers were judged as likely to harass for the longest duration. The Just World hypothesis is not able to account directly for this nding, although gender stereotypes may be able to do so. Male stalkers were perceived as more likely than female stalkers to in ict bodily injury. Perhaps then, participants felt that the more intense stalking methods employed by males may lead more swiftly to a dramatic climax, resulting in the earlier apprehension of male stalkers by the relevant authorities. More targeted research is necessary to clarify this.
In conclusion, this study has demonstrated that hypothetical victims of ex-partner stalkers are seen as having greater culpability and as requiring less outside assistance than victims of stranger stalkers. Manipulation of stalker-victim gender led to male stalkers being viewed as more dangerous than female stalkers and male victims as less defenceless than female victims. The Just World hypothesis and stereotypes of criminality are able to explain these judgments.
